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To the Right: Honowable 


_y Robert Geffery, 


Td Mayor of the City of. Enides, 


i, 


And to the ' 


Court of ALDERMEN. 


 MyLoap,. ing 

N Obedience to your Lordſhip S partt- 
* coler Defere, as well: as the publick 
Order from the Court to me, I here preſent 
you from the Preſs, what your Lordſhip 
was pleaſed ſo much to favour with your 

liking from the Pulpit. 
7 Difc iſcoutfe i raftick plain, ana Pure- 
ly praftical ; and was defien'd,not ſo much 
to wok the Head gr tickle the Fancy, as to 


= : 


-. 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


affett the Heart, and reform the Life fo 
a real aud univerſal Uprightnels before 
God ; which end if it anſwer, I am not 
at all. ſollicitous how it may fare in other 2 | 
TT. - ” g 

That the Bleſſing of God may attend 
both it, and the Government of this City, 
# the hearty Prayer of, 


« Right Honourable, 
Your mo$t bumble, 


-,. and moft obedient Servant, 


PETER NtEwcowe. 
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A Sermon preach'd before the 
Lord Mayor at Gwld-hall Chappel. 


Ps ar. 18. 23. 


I mas all upright before him, and T kept 
my ſelf from Mine Iniquity.. 


Rder and Method; in Spirituals as in 
'Temporals, is the Life of AQtion; that 
which facilitates and ſucceeds our: En- 
terprize, rendring it both pleaſant and 
profitable to us. We might certainly 
| become much better Men, and much 
ſooner too, did we but begin at the right end, and pro- 
ceed regularly in a good way. A negle&t whereof 
doubles our Tagk, and diſappoints mightily our Labour. 
This therefore is. of vaſt conſequence for us all to learn, 
(even the beſt and ſhorte{t way to be Good) which the 
Words before us may inftrut'us in; as declaring not 
only an Evidence of the P/almiſFs Uprightneſs but in- 
timating alſo the fucceſstul Method of. his attainiag 
thereto; which was by keeping himſelf from his Iniquir 
ty; 1 was alfo upright, lays he, before him, and I kept my 
he from mine Iniquity.. -* 
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A due Abſtinence from our Own Iniquity, as it « the 


Effett, /'s it is a certain. Cauſe of a Religious Upright- 


xe[s before God. 


The firſt ſtep _—_ dikelieft method to become effeftually 
Good, is diligently to keep our ſelves from our Own Sin. 


'This Poſition as the words afford us, ſo ſhall I endea» 
vour to illuſtrate, by-briefly inſiſting on the following 
Particulars. - = | 


Firſt of all, T ſhall ſhew what is. here meant by a 
Man's Own Iniquity. . 

Secondly ; Whence it is that ſome Sin more pecu- 
liarly becomes ſo. | 

Thirdly; How: this may be diſcover'd-and diſtin- 
gwſh'd by us from all other Sins. And then, 2, 

Laſtly; The neceflity of keeping our ſelves from ſwab 
Sis eſpecially, 1n order to our becoming Vpright befgre 


The fitſt of theſe I begin with ; which is, 


I. 'To explain what we are here to underſtand by a Man's 
Own Iniquity-: Becauſe every Man, 'tis evident, ſince 
that firſt fatal laps from Human Innocency, do's remain 
a bruiſed and corrupted Being ; having a Principle of 
Vice within, which do's ſtrongly encline to al/ Sin : So 
that what ever Enormity we at any time ftand guilty 
of, it may moſt- properly be termed our Ow# ; it pro- 
ceeding from our ows Choice and depraved. Inclinati- 
on ; nor can any thing but himſelf challenge a Propri- 
ety therein, But even yet, A{{Sin is not in the ſame 

. degree 
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degree apparently his. Every Crime cannot claim an 
Equal Intereſt in him. The Appetite of the 0/4 Mar 
is not without its Longings too; diſcovering a greater 
luft after ſome Food more than others ; never moving 
with an equal pace towards every Sin. Some it craves 
after with a greater thirſt, purſues it with more eager- 
nes, and ſwallows it with more delight and guſt than 
it does others. Some it ſingles out and makes ſpecial 
choice of to follow and prey upon with the moſt ear- 
neſt Delight and ſenſual Sweetneſs : Hereby owning it 
' more peculiarly his owz ; the Sin which he chiefly re- 
ſpe&s,towhich hemoſt ordinarily conforms himſelt,and 
is moſt converſant in; and to which therefore he makes 
all Occaſions and Circumſtances, Friends and Acquain- 
tance, Religion and Conſcience; all the Powers both 
|. of Soul and Body, and outward Eſtate, tributary and 
ſubſervient. Thus in the Body of Sin, as in the Body 
Natural, there is ever ſome one prevailing Humour 
which ſhews it {elf and lords it or'e the reſt. And 
therefore, as good Men, tho they have the ſeed of eve- 
ry Grace in them, yet ſome 9e may be be faid tobe 
their's-in an eminent manner above the reft (as Abra- 
_ ham was eminent for Obedience, Moſes for Meekneſs, 
Job for Patience). So wicked Men, tho they have the 
ſeed of every Sin in them, ( Jews and Gentiles being all 
Þ- under Sin, as the Apoſtle argues, Rom. 3.9. 4. e. all 
—]” alikecorrupt by Nature) yet does not this Corruption 
operate alike in all Bodies ; but in every particular Per- 
ſon it vents it ſelf in one way rather than another. 
WW hence it is that we find alſo wicked Men marked 
out in Scripture for their ſeveral Sins; Caiz for his 
Murder, Simeon and Levi for their Treachery, Corah 


and his Company for their.Rebellion, my 
B or 
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for his Pride, Manaſſes for his Cruelty, 'Belaam for his 
Covetouſneſs. Some vicions Humour -or -other ever 
gets the predominancy in all Conſtitutions. Every 
Man hath his Peccatum in deliciss, ſome fweet Morſe! 
which he roles under his Tongue and is loth to ſpit 
out. Even as in every Man's Body there is a ſeed and |. 
principle of Death, yet in ſome there is a proneneſs to ©] 

one kind of Diſeaſe more than to another; ſo, tho in 
every Man's Sonl there is ( naturally) the feed and 
principle of every Sin, yet hath every Man his In- 
clination to one kind rather than another ; and this is 
that which we are here to underftand by Hs Iniquity ; 
as being ſo in a more peculiar and eminent manner, ſo 
as no Other Sin beſides it ts. Conſider we therefore, 


II. Whence this comes to paſs; From what Cauſe it <|- 

— that every Man thus fingles out his particular 

in- This I conceive to be from-one, or poſſibly all 
theſe following. 


i, From the Natural Conſtitution and particular 
Complexion of Bodies. 

2, From diſtinCt and particular ways or manner of 
Education and Breeding. 

3. From the preſent Ape or ſeaſon of Life. | 

4. From particular Callings or Profeffions of Life. 

s. From the preſent Outward Eſtate or | Condi- 
tion. And, 

6. Laſtly, From Cuſtom and long Uſage. 


I. The Natural Conſtitution and particular Camplexi- 
on of Bodies, will be apt to incline Men to particular and 4- 
ſuitable Sins. For the diftcrent and various Humours, 
of 
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of which Human Conſtitution is-compos'd, are (*tis 
evident even to common Experience ) never in any- 
Man mixt ſo equally but that one does abound ; whic 
(as it gives denomination to that Man's Complexion, 
ſo) likea ſtrong Bias, inclines the AﬀeRions to what- 
delights and pleaſes. moſtly it felf. Hence comes it 
that every Man is not alike inclined to-every Sin ; but 
this Man loves what another loaths. A Man of a:dull 
and torpid Diſpoſition we obſerve'to be ſeldom ambi- 
tious-; and one of a quick and- a&tive Spirit as ſeldom: 
idle. The Cholerick Man-is not obnoxious to thoſe 
Evils which Melancholy does hatch; nor the Melan-- 
choly to- thoſe which. Choler is apt to: ferment into. 
Every Humour is not nouriſhing to every Sin, nor can 
every Sin be fit entertainment for every Humour. 
Therefore not only do Men, according to their ſeveral 
Humours to be gratified; apply themletves differently 
to the Body of Sin (Sin affording different Viands ſuj- 
table to the Appetite to be- feafted, as the Plant does ; 
whereon we may fee the Bee feeding on the Flower, 
the Bird on the Seed, the Shrep- on the Blade, and the 
Swine on the Root). But the Enemy likewiſe applies 


* his Temptations, according to the Humour he is to al- 


Jura ; ſuiting his Weeds to- the- nature of the Soil he 
ſows upon; which is one Reaſon why they grow {0 
rank, and increaſe fo faſt. -* 
Nor does it hence become any juſt Excuſe for the 
Sinner to ſay, for his Sin, 1t's his Inelination to do thus 
and thus ; becauſe where Grace hath had its Work, all 
prevailing Inclination to that which is Ev4l, is turn'd 
2 quite contrary way, even to that whith is Good ; and 
the predominant Humour, which-before byaſs'd us to 
ſich a darling Sin, being now regulated and refined, 
B 2 ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly inclines to its contrary Vertue. Hence this: 
is called, moſt properly, 4A Comverſion, becauſe the 
Change is ſo remarkable and mighty ; making us quite 
other Men to what we were before, (of another In- 


clination and Diſpoſition) : As good Phylick, purging; 


out all Depravity, and turning our loathing only to 


that which is really wholfome. So that it 1s. no Ex-. 


cuſe for a ſick Man to vindicate the irregularity of his 
Appetite by, to ſay, It « his Inclination.; ince it is. 


wholly owing to the Depravity of his Inclination,. 


which aggravates his Crime,” in that he negleQs ſuch 


Medicines as might correC&t it. For do we think God. 


will excuſe 'us, becauſe we fin with an Appetite and: 
ſtrong Inclination ? Does not this rather inhaunce our 
Guilt ( ſince God hath ſhewn us what is good, and woo'd 
us to accept it, and offer'd his Grace to work in us a 


Will thereto, and yet after all this) to commit Sin' 


with Appetite and greedineſs ? 


If therefore it be our Conſtitution that hath en- 


dear*'d any Sin tous, then is our Conſtitution till un- 
fanQtified, and this is our own fault, and if not amen- 
ded, will be our certain Damnation, but can never 
be our juſt Excuſe. _ 

The ſum is this. The Complex1on, *tis certain, of 
every Man's Body hath ( naturally and while unſanQi- 
fied) a very great Influence on our Souls, to draw them 
to that particular Vice (inan eſpecial manner ) which 
is fitted and accommodated particularly to its frame, 
and wherewith it ſelf is moſtly delighted. Nor is 
this any Excuſe for our being ſeduced, becauſe being 
. regenerated by the Grace of God, our Complexion 
w1ll be new moulded, and may as ſtrongly incline us to 
the contrary Vertue. Hence therefore (as a predo- 
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minant Grace, ſo) a predominant Sin, you ſee, may 
come torule and govern peculiarly in us. ET 
2, A predominant Sin may ariſe and reign in us like- 
wife, from the diſtinit and particular ways or manner of 
our Education and — For this being the frame of 
6 our future Growth,we uſually prove juſt as it works us.” 
"T And therefore any little Vice, taught and indulg'd in 
our tender Years ( the ſeaſon of our Education) is ve- 
ry apt to ſtick by and govern us. as long as we live. 
If they, who ſhould in our Minority govern us, either 
ſet us any bad Example themſelves, or ſuffer us to fol- 
low them that do, the Contagion, *tis odds, will always 
hang about us,and the Habit increaſing with our Years, 
become Oxrs in a. very eminent degree. Any little 
bruiſe- or ſciſure in the young and tender Plant, ſhews 
it ſelf; we ſee, a great fault and blemiſh when it be- 
comes a full grown Tree. "Tis the wiſe Man's Ad- 
vice therefore, upon this Conſideration, that we ſhould 
Train up a Child in the way he ſhould go; becauſe, when p,,, 
he is. old he will not depart from it. Men's Minds in 2, 6. 
Childhocd are much like their Joynts,pliant and trata- 
ble, which being diſtorted by any ill accident then, will 
ever; *tis odds, remain fo afterwards, and the Defor-- 
mity much increaſe with their Age and Strength. . 4 
And this methinks (by the by) ſhould be ſafficient: 
Jþ caution to all, Parents and others, with whom the E- 
= 3s ducation of Youth is entruſted, carefully and betimes 
to ſow the ſeed of Yertue in their Souls ; leſt, througthr 
their negle&, ſome cunning and mercileſs Sin wind it 
ſelf with their Education into their future PraCtice, and 
take a full poſſeſſion of their Hearts ; and ſonot only 
prove their Maſter it ſelf, but draw 1n more as bad as - 


: # it ſelf, and never leave the Man {who will hence, 
| | {ure,., 
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ſure, have reaſon: to curſe his Guardians) till they: 
have hurried him to Perdition, and buried him in the 
unquenchable Infernal Flames. Again, 

3. Another Grouud whence a particular Sin may ſew it 
ſelf eminently Ours, may be, poſſibly, our preſent Age, or 
ſeaſon of Lifs. For Sin, commonly, varies its complexi- 
on with our Bodies ; and that which is predominant 
in us at one time, may become extin&t and quite laid 
aſide at another. The Appetite changes, we know, 
with Age ; and Sin will change with the Appetite ; 
So that we love and nauſeate;, juſt as our ſeaſon of . Life 
prompts us. Thus Levity-and InconFfancy are obſery'd 
tobe Vices peculiar to Childhood; Wantonneſs and Pro 
Adigality to Touth; Pride and Statelineſs to Manhood; 
Covetouſneſs and Frowardneff to Old Age. As the Na- 
tions, in-times- of darkneſs, had each ofthem pheir par- 
ticular Idols, which they worſhipped alone,” and: neg-: 
keQed others, (tho they all agreed in diſhonduring the: 
one only true God) So every ſtage or ſeaſon of a Sinner's' 

Life,hath it's adored and darling Polution; which:tho. 
it expires therewith, yet: retgns while:that laſts, and) 
1s ever ſucceeded by a new Age and: Luſt together. 
For indeed; if the Devil had but one Bait. to allure us: 
by, we ſhould, when we had but once paſt over the ſea- 
ſors it was accommodated to, be out of the poſſibility 
of ſinningany more ; the alteration of Age rendring 
the beloved Sin of the paſt, nauſeous to the preſent 
ſtate or ſeaſon of our Life, And therefore hath that: 
ſubtile m— multiply'd his Snares by the number of 
our Years, and dogs them in a circuit from one Vanity: 
toanother, till Death ſurprize frequently the Preſumer.. 
Thus a new Deputy he ſtill ſets up to the Humour of 
the Times, which (that his Goverament may never. 
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grow uneafie ) he ever continues to change therewith; 
ſo that there's_no Imter Regnum in the Kingdom 6f 


Darkneſs ; one Sin or other is continually enthron'd, 
which is rehew'd and chang'd with the Times, and fo 
remains ever belov'd, and the People's darling. Again, 

4. A Sin may become peculiar and eminent in us fur- 
ther from oar particular Calling, or Profeſſion of Life. 


For every Employment is accompanied with its parti- 
- cular Temptation; (the Devil having way-lay'd.us in 


every Path, and hid his Snares for .us under e 


Concern we cau apply ourſelves unto) infomuch that . 


it ſometimes proves hard to leave {uch a'Sin, unleſs we 

uite forfake the Employment it haunts. The Merchant 
thereſore, is moſt of all .concern'd to ward off allure-. 
ments to Deceit and Lyixg eſpecially, Minifters to Flat-. 
tery, and Magiſtrates to Bribery and Injuſtice, and the 
Souldier to Rapine and Violence; thele becoming, from 
thoſe their ſeveral TE the Sins they ftand moſt 
in danger of, and are peculiarly rheirs,as they areſoem- 
ploy'd. Of this laſt therefore, St. John Baptiſt had fo 


' warily obſerv'd this, That being demanded what the 


Souldiers ſhould do, he warns.fuch efpecially that they Luke 3. 


ſhould do Violence to uo Man,. neither accuſe any fatfly, 
and be content with their Wages; their Employment 
addicting them to theſe Sins eſpecially : So that Yjo- 
lence, Revenge, and Murmuring, may juſtly be called 
the great Sins of the Camp, they naturall — 
ing that Employment ; ſhewing themſelves, ( with- 
out great, and more than ordinary care) in thoſe efpe- 
cially who are exerciſed therein, - And as thus then to 


our Callings ; 10 farther, | 


5. A predominant Sin may owe- n0 leſs its riſe. and: 


greatneſs to our preſent outward State or Condition« 


Thus 


I 4. 


A Diſcourſe of Boſom Sins, 


Thus in Poverty, may we obſerve Exvy, Rapine, and 
Diſcontent cry the loudeſt ; in Proſperity, Pride, Ar- 
rogance, Oppreſſion and Ambition lord it ore the reſt. 
Pleaſures, expeted or enjoy'd, are apt to thruſt out of 
the Heart the-thoughts of God, and all ſenſe of Good- 
neſs. And Wealth too caſts it ſelf into ſome Idol Sin, 
which we preſently fall down before, and are enſnar'd 
to worſhip. T, boſe that will be rich, ſays the Apoſtle, 


1 Tim. fall into Temptation and a Snare, and into many fooli 


6.9. and hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in Deſtruition and 


Jer 


Perdition. Thus,” whatever Condition. we are in, 
we ſtill meet with Temptations therein, ſtrongly ſo- 


\ liciting us to peculiar and proper Sins thereto. Once 


more, (and to conclude this Head ) 

6. Laſtly, Particular Sins may become peculiar and 
predominant in us alſo, from Cuſtom and long Uſage. 
For Cuſtozy, (being the Genixs, or Spirit of Action) 
introduces a Nature, Facility and Delight ; ſo that 
a Sin which can once plead this, hath.as ſtrong a Title 
to us, even as our very Nature it ſelf, and as difficult 
too to be ſhaken of. Can the Ethiopian change his 


3. Skin, or the Leopard his Spots ? (laith the Prophet) then 


may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed to do Evil. 

Cuftom introduces an inſeparable Union, and. makes 
the Sin it waits on, not only Oxrs, but we indeed that 
Sin's ; for ſo the Scriptures repreſent us, as Slaves to 
fuch Vices, having ſold our ſelves to do wickedly, and be- 
ing led Captive by Satan at his pleaſure. We are not 
only bound by ſuch Sins, but robb'd likewiſe of all 
our ſtrength whereby we ſhould break looſe from thoſe 
Bonds : ſo that we muſt continue to the commiſſion of 


' accuſtomed Sins, upon the very ſame account that the 


Hiſtorian extravagantly ſaid Cato was vertuous, quia 
_ aliter 
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aliter non Potnit, becauſe he could not otherwiſe. 
Every Repetition of any Attion, is like a Blow from 


the Hammer on the Na1l's Head, which the more we 


multiply, the further is it driven by it, and the harder 
| to wrench out again. Cuſtom rivits the Sin to our 
practice, rendring it thereby ſo peculiarly ovrs, that 
we ſhall. ſcarce ever have the Heart or Reſolution to 
leave it : 'Time and Uſe will have ſo bent and enur'd 
our Inclination towards it, that it becomes as hard to 
be rectified or turn'd from it, as a Body bowed down 
by 0 is to be recovered to its youthful ſtreight- 
neſs. 

Theſe and the like Temptations then, every Man 
may find, by a {mall obſervation of himſelf and others, 
whereby Peculiar and Reigning Sins ( which are the 
great ObſtruCtors of our Uprightneſi before God) are in- 
troduced. Theſe are the Avenues by which the Uſur- 

r enters our Hearts. In ſo many places are we af- 
{aultable, and lie open to Infernal Malice. 

And ſince then it thus appears, that every Man hath 
his Peculiar Sin, and by what Means ; it 1s but time that 
we now proceed to conſider particularly What « ours, 
in order to the keeping of our Pan from it, that we may 
become Upright before God : And this 1s the Subjett of 
our next General Head ; which 1s, | 


THT. To conſider how every Man's Ows particular Sin 
may be. diſcovered, and diſtinguiſh'd by him from all his 
other Sins. , | 
To this end, ſuch CharaFeriſticks as theſe are wont 
to be given us of it. | 
I. The Sin that is peculiarly Ours, we may know by 
its commanding Power, by its Guards and Attendants, 


A 
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A reigning Sin never ſits ſolitary, This great ſciſure 
in the Soul, like a great Wound in the Body, draws all 
the bad Humours about it. 'So that all our other Sins 
are but Streams emptying themſelves into this Ocean. 
All are ſubſervient to it, and drudg for it. Thus,. for 
inſtance, in the Worldly Niggerd, where Covetouſaeſs 
reigns, Lying, Deceit, Opprefſion and Injuftice are. rea- 
dy, upon all occaſions, to att in-ſublerviency to it. 
And in the Unclean, where Luſt flames, Confumption 
of F/tate, Body and Time are ready to be caſt in for 
fuel, Thus the predominant Sin is ever attended 
by all our other Sins, and therefore, that to which we 


find our common Sins moſtly direfed, and which 


gives Life and Motion to them, that is our peculiar, 
our darling, our reigning Sin. h 8 
2. This we may. farther diſcover by our eaſineſs. to be 


overcome by it, We don't find thoſe ſtruglings and re- 


kntings in this, which we cannot for our Lives avoid 
in the commiſſion of other Sins. © For all Sin indeed, is 
uncouth and uneaſy, to the Mind of Man at firſt ; 
and there are few Sinners ſo monſtrouſly deprav'd, 
but they willeyen. yet ſtartle at the Practice of ſome 
Sins ; whereas there are other ( and perhaps no leſs 
heinous) Sins, which they can drink down like Water, 


( as the Scripture phraſes it). with greedineſs and de-. 


light at the firſt motion. Thus you may obſerve it 
with the Common Swearer ; who poſſibly does abhor 
the very thought of Murther, Oppreſſion, or Covetouf- 
eſs, and declaim too againſt them as much. as any 
Many; yet ſo eafily is he induced to ( what many 
other Sinners do as much ſtartle at and abhor) the 
Prophanation of the holy Name of the great God in 


idle Oaths, that he is (as he himſelf wall not rarel 
- ks) 
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confe inſenfible of 'it, and knows not when he 
ſwears : And the reaſon is pp_—_ this, This is his 
reigning Sin, and the ſhame and difficulty which was 
in 1t at firſt, is now, by familiarity and cuſtom, quite 
worn off; but the other Sins which he boggles at, are 
not his familiars, and therefore remain vin and 
uggly to him. Hence the Apoſtle calls this our fami- 


liar Sin, in oppoſition to all our other Sins, The Six that Heb. 12. 


does fo eaſily beſet ue, 1. e, The Sin we are the moſt 
prone to, and can commit with the leaſt ſenſe of guilt 
and ſhame. Such Sins we may certainly apprehend and 
mark them for our Ows Iniquities ; our eafineſs to ad- 
mit them arguing our Acquaintance, our Love and 
near Relation. Burt, ENS 

3- Such Sins may, again, be diſcern dby our Tmpatience 


4 any Reproof for them. There being no ſurer nor 


orter way of diſcovering the moſt ſecret AﬀeRion to 


any thing, than by ;— il of the thing beloved. 


For Love, like the Fire, will be apt to ſparkle upon 
every diſturbance. No Man 'will indure to be re- 
prov'd for what he loves. What we hate, or are in- 
different toward, we efteem as alien, and think our 
ſelves not concern'd for what befalls it ; but what we 
affe& and make our — we look upon- as. part of 
our very ſelves, and. eſpouſe its Concern and Fortune 
fo nearly, that a Reproof here refles- upon our ſelves, 
and does engage /us to reſentment.” Thus Herod could 
hear St. John rhe Baptiſt gladly (as the Text informs us) 
till he preach'd againſt his Herod;as, and then he could 


not bear it, We may think: therefore, what-Sin it is, 


which we can leaſt of all-indure to hear of ; which 
makes us moſt apt -to be angry at' the. Man that re- 
proves it, and that we may conclude is our Beloved, 

 _ | our 
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our Darling and Peculiar Sin. The which we may 
diſcover, moreover, _. 

' 4. By our Deſire and Endeavour to conceal it. Becauſe 
what we love and are loth to part with, we are apt to 
be unwilling tobe known we have it. - Love hath ever 
ſo much of Jealouſy, as to affe& Privacy. So that if we » y 
but then conſider with our ſelves, what Sin it is we are : 
the moſt afraid ſhould be publickly known ; which we 
would not (for the World) be deem'd guilty of ; which 
few or none ſuſpe&, and which we endeavour to hide 
from all ; by ſuch our care to keep ſecret, we may eaſi- 
ly come by the ſure diſcovery of our Darling Luft, And 
rl again, we may diſcover it,  . 

5. By our readineſs to plead for and excuſe it, by the 
moſt fair Pretence$ and plauſible Arguments,upon almoſt any 
Occaſion. + No Man will be wanting to' play the Advo- =} - 
cate for what he loves.. Every cunning Shift and De- 
ſign are Attendants to Our Iniquity. 'Thus the Covetors 
may we hear extolling wiſe Frugality and good Husban- 
ary; and the Luxurious Magnificenee, Pomp and Genti- . 
lity, only for the ſake of thoſe Darling Vices of theirs; 
which they ſhape by theſe Vertues. They will ſtill be 
endeavouring to cover Vice's Deformity with Vertue's 

Mantle; ſhuMing thatunder the name of this; calling 
Vice Vertue, or any thing, rather than part with what 
they affect. So that but obſerving the tendency and + 
drift of ſuch Mens Diſcourſes, one may eaſily trace out 
the Beloved Sin, for whoſe ſake 'they deſign the Pazi- 

rick. 

6. This Sin, likewiſe, we may diſcover, by conſidering 
what Sin it # which above all other, we could wiſh (or be 
content at leaſt) that it were no Sin. For all Sin being 
naturally ſo deform'd and oppoſite to the Beauty of Ho- 


lineſs, 
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—_ it is not poſſible that any thing, but an ardent 
and peculiar Love, can make any Man boggle to part 
with it. And therefore, when the Toung Mar in the 
Goſpel (being inform'd of the neceſſity of parting 
with his Aﬀection to the World, in order to his obtain- 
ing Heaven) wezt away ſorrowfal ; it was doubtleſs, be- 
cauſe he was hugely enamor'd with his wide Poſleſſi- 
ons, and could heartily have wiſh'd his Love thereto, 
and hopes of Heaven, conſiſtent with each other; and 
tronbled he was becauſe they were not : Covetonſneſs, 
upon this, appearing to be the Sin he lov'd, his darling 
Luſt. For had he not been ſtrangely in love with that 
Vice, he could ne're have deſired it to have been others 
wiſe than what it was. And when he ſaw and under- 
ſtood ſo poſitively, that he muſt refolve to part either 
with z#, or .his hopes of” Salvation; nothing but a blind 
and doting, Aﬀection could have: diſturb'd or delay'd 
his Reſolution. To wiſh therefore, that ſuch a parti- 
cular Sin, we might however till love, and live in, 
without Sin ;. argues our ( more than ordinary ) love 
- it, and it's pxedominancy over us. Nay, yet far- 
ther. I] 

7. The Sin that is, in an eſpecial manner, our Own, 
may yet be diſcover'd by its readineſs to diſtrait- us moſt in 
holy Duties. For our Mind being continually bent to- 


Mat. 19. 
22. 


wards it, is apt to ſtand ſo, even when we moſt 


ſtrive to bend it the quite contrary way. A Sin, by 
being accuſtomarily lov'd, becomes, in fine, even as na- 
tural to us, as the quality of Cold to Water: And there- 


. fore, as this when heated (tho never ſo hot) ftull 
15 working it ſelf towards its own natural Temper ; ſo 


we, tho never ſo much warm'd by our Devotion, are apt 


quickly to grow cool again, and when we do fo, we. 


ever 
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ever work towards the Sin that is moſt familiar to us. 


We cannot long continue from our accuſtomed 'Tem- 
per: It will {till be working againſt, and chilling all 


oppoſite Heat and Fervour. That is the Sin, which 


is Ours therefore, which our Hearts work moſt to- 
wards, and which diſturbs and diſtratts us moſt in 
Holy Duties. Once more, (and to: conclude) 


8. Laſtly, That Sin which we are apt to think on firſt 


in the Morning, and laſt in the Evening, #, moreover 
deem'd, likely enough to be ours. For our firſt and laſt 
Thoughts are obſerv'd to diſcover very much of the 
temper and affeftion of the Mind. What we. love 


moſt, we uſually make our firſt and laſt ; give it en- 
tertainment firſt in the Morning, and take our leave 


of it laſt in the Evening. Thus where the Love of 
God prevails; good Men have experienc'd it working 
in their Hearts, eſpecially at thele ſeaſons. Wirh my 
Soul, ( faith the Prophet Iſaiah) have IT defired thee in 
the Night, yea with my- Spirit within me will T ſeek thee 
early, Our Evening and our Morning Thoughts are 
a Tribute indeed, due: only unto God. Every: one 
ought to mo and end the day with him, and offer 
mott devoutly both the Morning and the Evening Sa- 
Erifices of a Thought. (at leaſt) unto him. Thus; 
When I wake ( faith the P/almiſt) I am ſtill with thee : 
And, by Night on my Bed, 1 ſought him whom my Soul 
loveth,' ſings the Spouſe in the Canticles. God, as he is 
the Alpha and Omega in himſelf, ſo ought he to be unto 
all his People alſo: and whatever therefore. does poſ- 
{eſs it ſelf of our firſt and laſt Thoughts, hat uſurps, as 
it were, the Seat of God, and exalts it ſelf in the Soul, 
above all that is called God. It reigns over us inſtead of 
God ; and is moſt notoriouſly therefore, our Predomi- 
nant and reigning <in, Thus, 
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Thus, by theſe plain Rules, may one eaſily be di- 
rected to diſcover and diſtinguiſh'our Darling, our Bo- 
ſom, our reigning Sin, Which having once found 
out, our next concern muſt be to quit it ; abſtinence 
from ſuch Sins being the firſt ſtep to real Goodneſs, I 
haſte therefore to my laſt general Head. Which was, 


I'V. Laſtly. To ſbew you the neceſſity of keeping oar 
fetves from ſuch Sins as Kr eſpeciath, phony p. our 
becoming upright before God. For tho the Sin you love, 
poſſibly, may be but oze ; yea, and that (in your own 
. efteem at leaſt) but a very little one; yet 6 there an 
Abſolute Neceſſity of your Reſolving to. part with 
eſpecially, and above all others ; And bending all your 
Forces againſt it alone, to try this Method. of the P/al- 
miſts, for your becoming Upright before God. For, 
conliaer, Es - nn Tr 

1. Tho your Peculiar Luit may, poſſibly, be but One, yet 
it is Sin however. . It is a Tranſgreſſion of the moſt rea- 
ſonable, juſt and holy Law of God and Religion : And 
conſequently a ſtain and blemiſh of our Natures ; the 
reproach of our Reaſon and Underſtanding ; the dif- 
eaſe and deformity of our Souls ; the great Enemy of: 
our Peace ; the cauſe of all our Uneaſineſs, and F 
and Troubles ; yea, and that too, for which even the. 
Son of God was forced to die a moſt ſhameful and: 
- painful Death, that z# might not be our Unavoidable 
Ruine. 'This is the /eaſt we can ſay of axy Sin : And. 
tho, then, your Sin be but oze; yet hath it, you ſee; a 
monſtrous Aſpe&, .and God cannot approve of it, tho 
but ſzgle; and we muſt therefore keep our ſelves from. 
zt, before ever he will accept of us as #pright before. him. 


But, 
2..1f 
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2. If the Sin be but one, then you may conſider that *tis 


by ſo much the eaſier to part with, and the more reaſonable . 
fo relinquiſh it.. He that is bound with a ftrong Cable, . 


or multitude of ſmaller Cords, may pretend ſome Ne- 


ceſſity for his Thraldom from the ſtrength of his Bonds; 


But he that is tied with oze //ngle Thread, (ſuch as one 
Reſolute Struggle would be ſure to break ) he 1s Priſo- 
ner only to his own either Sloth or Humour : And who 
will pity his Captivity,where 'tis ſo apparently his own 
Choice ? Do not therefore ſay, My Sin i but one, and 
therefore 1 need not leave it : But, My Sin is but one, 
therefore I need not keep it. So ſingle a Pleaſure one 
may diſpenſe with, and find no great miſs. This ſingle 
Profit one may reſign, and *twill be no breach in one's 
Eſtate. And if my Saviour hath required a Renunci- 


ation of al{ my multitude of Sins, tho never ſo dear, 


ſhall I ſcruple to renounce oze, and that in my own e- 
ſeem but a very ſmall one? Nay, | 

3. We may yet argue higher, and from the ſingleneſs 
and. ſmallneſs of the Sin, deduce the inhancement of the 


Guilt, Great Acquiſitions carry ſome Temptation in 


their face, but deſpicable Prizes do rather avert than 
tempt. Twas therefore the ſign of a Common Har lot. 
to be hired with a Kzd, Gen. 38. 17. And ſure he muſt 
be of a ſtrange proſtitute Soul, that can adulterate for 
{uch low, trivial Wages. To diſhonour God, tho the 
whole World were to be gained by it, were great Impi- 
ety.; but .tqdo it for hanafuls of Barley, and pieces of 
Bread (upon ſuch trivial inconſiderable terms) him- 


ſelf brands as a yt higher pitch of Pxophaneneſs, Ezek. - 
u 


IJ. 19. . And ſure, it argues a very light eſteem of 
God, indeed, when one poor, contemptible Luſt ſhall 
be able to over-poize himinour Hearts. Like wretchec' 
; = Judas, 
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Judas, this is to betray our Lord for a contemptible 
Piece. A Smile, a Word prevails more than the Love 
and Bounty of our Creator : And do we not then de- 
ſerve to periſh? Nor, mn 
4. Ts the Folly lefs than the Prophanenefſ. For the 
moſt Doting AttQtion, when 'tis ſumm'd up, can a- 
mount to no more than this, viz. That it makes a 
Man expoſe himſelf to the greateſt Pain, and the 
greateſt Loſs, for the thing Beloved. And this is 
moſt viſible here ; Hell being certainly acquir'd, and 
Heaven as certainly. forfeited by oze, Sin as by many. 
And then, tho there may be odds in other reſpeQts, yet 
what is there in this, between us more modeſt, and 
the moſt Licentious Sinners, but that We put the ve- 
ry ſame value upon oe, which the other do put upon 
many Sins ? Which renders our Folly but ſo much 
more apparently the greater, becauſe we: ſell our Souls 
ſo much the cheaper. ' Let Men pretend then, what 


they will, in extenuation of their Boſom Six; that 


they are not ſo prophane as many others; that they 
neither have ſo axy nor {o great Sins. to anſwer for as 


their Neighbours ; that ſetting aſide, poſſibly, ſome 


one fooliſh Cuſtom they have took up and are addited 
to, they can challenge all the World to accuſe them of 
any ; they denying themſelves in moſt of the Sins, 
they can ſee others commit with greedineſs : yet ( not- 
withſtanding all this) ſo. long as they harbour but oze 
Beloved Sin, they are certainly as miſerably cheated in 
their bargain as others,and are no leſs guilty of the moſt 
egregious Madneſs. For, 'tis apparent all the Love 
which other Men ſcatter and diſtribute upon ſeveral, 


they have united and concenter'd in this Oze Luft. 
D And 


— 
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And when then, the parting with oxe Sin might ſaye 
their Souls, ſurely *tis a doting Paſſion indeed that will 
make Men hazard their Salvation for it. Alas! if 
our 'Sin be but Oze, let us never be ſo fooltth, ſo ſtark 
mad as to be damn'd for it: To make zt the.price of 
all thoſe Pleaſures which are at God's Right-hand far 
ever-more : Of that Fulneſs of Foy, which Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor ever yet enter'd into the 
Heart of Man fully to conceive. But ſince it is but Oe, 
let us never be ſo rediculouſly fond as to be undone 
for a Trifle ; but with the upright P/almift, refolve 
rather to endeayour, henceforward, to keep our ſelves 


" carefully from it. And that, more eſpecially, becauſe, 


5. Tho it be but One, yet it is the moit malignant and 
miſchievous one that can be harbour'd. "There's no Sin 
among the whole maſs of Vice, which we have more 
reatHn to relinquiſh than our peculiar Sin, becauſe 


| None js capable to do us more Miſchief. And thar, 


(1.) Becauſe this we have made our intimate, and have 
wot that Jealouſy over it, which we can have over other 
Sins. This is our Boſom Intimate, is got into our own 
Quarters, ſhufled with our own Forces, entred our 
Holds and Defences ; and mixes in all our Counſels, 
having full power of our Aﬀections, and therefore 
may eaſily do us the moſt 1njury ; it being obſerved 
that the Riſque 1s ever the greateſt when the Foe is 
thus, Rebel and Traitor too. A falſe Friend certain- 
ty the worſt Enemy: And therefore, when the Heathen 
Man prayed unto Jupiter to ſave him from his Enemies ; 


_ - one that over-heard him did, not .impertinently ſure, 


mend it with a more needful Prayer, vis. That F«- 


piter would ſave him from his Friends. He rightly 
18 By thought 
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thought that they might do him more harm, becauſe 
he rrſted them ;_ but as for his Enemies, he would be 
{ure to look to himſelf, for recetving Injury from them, 
*Tis the Sin-which lurks in our Bofom, and which we 


make but too much our Familiar, which we had need 


moſt to beware of, as not having a more ſpiteful Ene- 


. my than it, becauſe a falſe Friend. For farther, 


(2.) "Tis this very Sin alone, which is the greateſt Ob- 
ſtacle to onr thorow Reformation. *Tis here the work 
ſticks and can go no farther. *Tis the placking out the 
right Eye, and cutting off the right Hand, (arending 
out Luft as dear to ns as the moft neceſſary Member 
we have) that'makes the Terms of Salvation ſo hard « 
ſaying. - *Tis ealie to be good, fo far as we have no In- 
Xx... to thwart; but all the difficulty of Copver- 


fron lies in Self-denial, which is a kind of dvfoxae ex 


[Self Murther ] which we naturally abhor and dread” 


the thoughts of, Thus the Young Man in the Goſpel 


tells our Saviour, that he had kept all the Commandments \gark 
from his Youth ; yet when our Lord requir'd moreover, 10. 20. 
the parting of him and his Boſom Sin, ſaying, Oxe 
thing thou lackeff, Go thy way, fell whatſoever thou haſt, 
ard give to the Poor, — and\come and take up thy Croſs 
and follow me; here he ſticks, being ſad at that ſayiny, 
and went away grieved, for he hadgreat Pofſeſſions. His 
inordinate love for the things ot \the World ( which 
was his Tniquity ) was the Sin that bafled his Conver- 
ſion. This therefore, we muſt eſpecially beware of, 
as being the faral Rock we all ſplit upon, that miſ- 
carry in our Voyage to Eternity. Tho therefore, the 
Sin be but oze, + it 1s the oxly oze that hinders our 
Converſion, and is —__ the moſt carefully - | 
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all others, to be avoided and oppos'd by us. For 
farther, | | 

(3.) While we retain and harbour it, "tis certain all our 
Religion is rendred vain and worthleſs by it. It taints 
all the Good we do, and renders all that /iz#/e Religi- 
on we pretend to, but a maimed, deformed thing ; 
hateful to God, and as uncomfortable to our ſelves, as 
to be without a Leg or an Arm. St. James's Apho- 
riſm holds in this caſe, Fames 2. 10. Whoſoever ſhall 
keep the whole Law, and yet offend ia one point only, he 
5s guilty of all. He that allows himſelt ro break. oze 
Precept, keeps z0xe; but will be reckoned . guilty of 
thoſe things which he does not commir. For tho his 


Sin may be but one, yet it 15 contrary to that ſincere. 


Holineſs, which God hath indiſpenſibly enjoyn'd us; 
and his ſparin of that, does evidence his hatred againſt 
the reſ# to be Plc and pretended only. For God hath 
not given any Man Authority to pick and "00 his 
Duties, or to leave and ſpare a Vice, becauſe-*tis one 
he particularly loves. He that does ſo, altho he live 
never ſo careful and ſevere a Life in other reſpects, yet 


all his Vprightzeſs comes, in reality, only to this, viz. 


He hath a Mind to but one Sin; . and thoſe Sins he 


cares not for, he. forbears ; but this one. he hath a 
mind to, that he commits. And is not God then 
(think we) mightily beholden to him, that there is 
but one way of provoking that does take with him ; 
and therefore, he muſt allow him what he hath an In- 
clination to, and pardon him becauſe he abſtains from 

what he does not like ? 
The voice of Obedience is, that we keep all the Com- 
mandments, and the language of Repertarnce, that we 
| | Gepart 
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depart from all Iniquity; and therefore all the Vertues 
in the World, cannot waſh off the Guilt -of one unre- 
nted Sin.. Shall I give my firſt-born for my Tranſ* x; 
—_ ( faith the Prophet ) the Fruit he wy Bo - te: 
the Sin of my Soul? Shall I bring my Alms, my Devo- 
(- tion, my Tears; nay, all the Good that ever I have 
T done? All, alas! will vaniſh at the Guilt of one Sin, 
and melt before it, as Wax before the Sun. For'every 
Sin is, as Seneca call'd Alexander's murthering Califthe- 
nes, Crimen Mternum, an everlaſting Sin, which no 
Vertue of our own ( without a full, compleat Repen-- 
tance ) canever redeem. :Oxe Fly is ſufficient to taint 
the whole Box of ſweet Ointment. And what a pity 
is it, and cruelty to our ſelves (ſince we have nor, 
God knows ! any of us, much true Goodneſs to boaſt 
FR of) to taint and fruſtrate the /irzle we have, rendring 
that utterly inſignificant,” which at the beſt, amounts 
toſolittle ? We muſt therefore, beware of harbouring, 
tho but oe beloved Sin ; becauſe, this Oze (of ſo mil- 
chievous, a Nature is it) will ſpoil and fruſtrate all 
the Good we have,or pretend to. Nay, | 
(4.). This one. Beloved Sin, tho but one, yet will it 
moreover, if we do not part with it, obſtrutt, grieve, and 
at laſt drive away the good Spirit of God from us. For 
that is an Holy Spirit, and where zt is ſuffered to have 
4 its kindly operation, it hath ever its Fruit unto Hol;- 
= P eſs, uniformly ſupreſſing all Sin ; and therefore, 
| . where any oe continues-in force and vigor, *tis mani- 
feſt that ſuch operation of Grace is obſtrufted : And 
| where *tis obſtructed long, thence it - is next of all 
withdrawn. For, my Spirit (faith the Almighty ) 
ſhall 10t always ſtrive with Man. The pure Spurit, of Gen.6. 3: 
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God cannot.dwell in Soul that is ſubjeft to Sin. Tt 
can endure no ſuch Inmate : They can-no more dwell 
together, than Light with Darkneſs. For Chriſt to 
dwell, by his Spirit, in any Heart that cheriſheth a 
Vice, were for him again (as one expreſfes it ) to 
deſcend into Hell. Therefore, by harbouring any. Sin, 
we reliſt the Grace of God ; and by refuſing to let 
Chriſt rule entirely in our Hearts, we put our ſelves 
at once out of his Government and Protection ; having 
all thoſe fpiritual Aids withdrawn, which ſhould 'ej- 
ther aſſiſt us to Good, or fortify us againſt Ill ; and like 
Out-law'd Perſons, are conſequently expoſed to the 
mercileſs Out-rage of every Fury-Luſt that will afſault 
us. For hereinappears farther, the miſchief of har- 
bouring, tho but ove Boſom Sin ; that, tho it be but 
One. Yet, | EET | a3 30 

(5.) -1t ic apt- to multiply-and produce many more, Pot 
Vice is always teeming and very fruitful - and ths 
there be no Bling annex'd to'it, yet it does ſtrangely 
increaſe and multiply. . As there is a Connexion of one 
Vertue with another, {o Vices are linked rogether; and 
oneSin draws many after'it.. When the Devil teinpts a 
Mantocommit any. Wrckednefs, he'does as-it were tay 
a long Tr«inof Sins ;, and if the firſt Fempration rake, 
they give fire to one another. - All Vice ſtands upon-a 
Precipice; and to engage in any ſinful Courſe, is to run 
down the Hull, and then no Mancan-ſtop himſelf when 
he pleaſes.. "Tis a fond thing for any to think to ſet 
bounds to himſelf in any thing that is bad:; To re- 
ſolve to fin in number, weight and meaſtare ; That 
he will entertain only this oze Sin, and bar our all the 


reſt : Alas! our Corrupt Hearts put once into a - fer 


ment, 
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ment, tho.but by one Sin, .yetare. they: like the Raging 
Sea, to. which -we.can fer maybeurds, nor ſay, Hitherto 
ſbalt thou go, and no further. One Sin, tho never ſo 
little, 1a the Heart, hath full power to call in what 
company it liſts : "Tis ke thoſe little Thieves, which 
being put in at the Window, ſet the Doors opea to all 
the reſt. For the ſame reaſon may be equally indu- 
cive toall Sin; As the repulſed Vices: may otherwiſe 
complain juſtly of. great partiality, when as bad as 
themſelves are {till ſpar'd and cheri{h'd ; fo this points 
them out a way to attaque us more proſperoully: For: 
let them ſhape themſelves but to our Humour, . put: on 
the Countenance of our Beloved Sin, and they need not: 
doubt of as free an admiſſion. : 
Thus unhappy ts the Cafe of him who entertains 
any oxe darling Sin ; his Encloſure is broken. down, 
and he lies then common ; He is left deſtitute of a re- 
ply to any Temptation, and like a baſhful Perſon, will 
bein —_ of yielding, becauſe he is aſham'd to de-- 
ny. And ſure then, this unhappy fruitfulneſs of Sin 
may be a ſtrong Evidence of the Neceſſity lying upon. 
us all to run away from every Sin; and dread to retain 
any oze evil Spirit, as. that which may bring in upon 
us any more worſe than it ſelf. Which, tho it ſhould 
fail to do; we (beyond all expeQation) continue 
in- one poſture ( hugging but our oze Boſom Sin) and 
not be tempted to grow worſe, yet we may conclude, 
*tis becauſe Satan finds we need it not ; And we have 
little reaſon ſure to be proud of that Vertue, which the 
Devil himſelf will allow us ; Or to think our ſelves. 
go0d enough, when we are as bad as he wiſhes us. 


For, | 
| (6) The 


EIA. 4 + 99 WW 


4% _— 


gr ———_— 


26 


A Diſcourſe of Boſom Sins, 


 E— 


**(6.) This one beloved Sin & ſufficient, even by its own 
fngle weight, to fink us Mito Eternal Perdition. One 
Wound may be as mortal to the Soul, as it proves oft to 


- the Body. A Tempeſt is not always neceſſary to ſink 


the Ship ; . One treacherous Leak may do it in the 
greateſt Calm. Our Adverſary well knows that while 
he holds any part, God will have none, and fo the 
whole falls to him of courſe. Therefore can he permit 
Men, we ſee, not only to caſhier ſome one ſingle Sin, but 
whole ſholes together, and yet not fear the ſinking of 
his Interefl in us. He may truſt us, even as far as he 
did that Young Man in the Goſpel , who was pro- 
nounc'd not far from the Kingdom of God; and yet fo 


* long as there is but any oze unmortify'd Luſt that may 


ſend us away ſad from Chrift, his Tenure will remain 
firm enough. And this indeed, is the Devil's main ad- 
vantage, that he can hold faft by the ſmalleſt Thred. 
And whereas to our Bliſs, a Conſpiration and Union 
of all Vertues is required ; Our Ruine may ſpring 
from any one ſolitary Crime. Many Rounds make 
that Ladder whereby ' we ſcale Heaven, whereas one 
ſtep ſerves to precipitate us into the Abyſs of Hell. 
Any oxe Sin therefore, gives us into the poſſeſſion of 
Satan, and leaves us at his will and pleaſure, to be led 

away finally.to Deſtruction. | 
Thas Unhappy it is in the power of any one in- 
dulged Sin to make us ; If appearing, upon all theſe 
accounts, to be the moſt malignant and miſchievous one 
that can be harboured ; and the greateſt Obſtacle to 
our becoming #pright before God ; So that if we have 
any love for our ſelves, any deſire for our ſpiritual inte- 
reſt, we cannot but charge our ſelves with care to 
. keep 


4 2.7 
keep onr ſelves from it. Much more might the Love 
of God conſtrain us, becauſe ( which may ſerve as a 
Further Evidence of the Neceffity- of ourquitting theſe 

* Sins eſpecially.) ES ay 
* 6, Be they never ſo dear, we ſhould part with them the 

-4- rather, becauſe the greater inſtante it will be of our Love 

| and Sinterity towards God, The offering of our Darling 

Iſaac is a moſt ſignal Inſtance 'of Divine Love ; Now, 

ſays God to Abraham, I know thou loveſt me, ſeeing- thou Ger, > 

haſt not withheld thy Son, thy only Son from me. To part 12, 

with Sins we care not for, is 'only an Inftance of Self- 

love ; but to deny Self for another's ſake, evidences 
true love for him. And who then, that hath any ſpark 
of Chriſtianity left in him, would not be forward to 
 ſhew as much love as ever he can towards God ; who 
>| hath always been, and till is daily expreſſing ſo much 
Love, in innumerable Inſtances, towards him ? Ler 
the Sin therefore be never fo dear ; the dearer it is, the 
greater inſtance will it be of our loving God, to keep 
onr ſelves from it, in obedience to his Command, -thar 
we may become-uprizht before him. And indeed, if we 
would have God believe that we are ſincere- in loving 
him, we can do no leſs than-give him: the Precedency 
in our AﬀeCtions. However (to conclude all) if there 
be no Ambition of Love to allure ; yet, it may be, there 
may be ſome fear of Wrath to afright us from ſuch Sins. 

Therefore ſeriouſly conſider, TR ' 

- 7, Laſtly; How dear each darling Luft is like to coff 

1 if (after all that hath been-now 1aid to evidence the 

neceſfity of our leaving it ) we will ſtill keep it. Send 

up your Thoughts into yonder- Regions above , and 

view well that fulreſs of Joy, thoſe Pleaſures that _ + 
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28 A Diſc rſe of: Boſom Ins, | » {< 
God's right-hand for a and tell me what Sin 
(tho never ſo palatable) can recompence the lofs there- 
of? Nay, caſt down your Looks into that Bottomleſs 


Pit of Horror; where you ſee there that multitude of 
S2Quls ſtretched upon the Rack: of Deſpair ;' the zever- 


dying Worm gnawing and feeding upon their Vitals, F 


and the great God of Mercy laughing, without Mercy, 
at their endleſs Calamity : Mark whence you -hear 
thoſe diſmal Shrikes and Groans, thoſe blaſphemous 
Curſings, that dolorous weeping, and wailing, and gnaſh= 
ing of Teeth; and ſoberly conſider, if you: can be con- A 
tent to ſhare for ever in theſe ( and ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand more Miſeries than I can tell you of) for 
the nauſeous Embraces of a treacherous Luſt ? What 
is there, (good God!) in any Boſom Sin, that can 
tempt us to part with the Joys of Heaven, and incur Jy 
the Pains of Hell ſo willingly ?2 What is there in this 
1dolizd Sin of ours, which ſhould exact ſuch coſtly 
Sacrifices ? Would it not be eaſter, and more our. In- 
tereſt too, to part with any Sin, rather than Heaven ? 
'To endure the ſhort Agonies of a Revulſion of the 
deareſt Luſt from our Hearts, than the horrid Diſpair 
of a Damned Ghoſt for ever ? To thwart a fooliſh and 
unreaſonable Inclination, than lie roaring, to Eternity, 
upon the Rack of a Revenging Conſcience ? Is there, 
really, any proportion between our abſtaining from - aſt 
the Pleaſures of Sin that are but for a moment, and our MY # 
being excluded thoſe of Heaven, and all hopes of Hap- 
pineſs for ever ? Alas! If it be hard and difficult | 
to coatend now with one evil Habit ; to ſtruggle with I 
one {tiff and obſtinate ITnclination ; how ſevere will 

it prove #0 dwell with Everlaſting Barnings, and _ 
| 7p tne 
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the dire Effes of an Unappeaſable Vengeance to all 


Eternity ? 

herefore, ſince we are under an abſolute neceſlity 
of enduring the one or the other ; let us, in the Name 
of God, aCt like Men, and of therrtwo Evils; choſe that 
which is moſt tolerable. Let us throw-efde (tho ' 
with never ſo great ciculty and ou ) the Sin, eſpe- 
cially, tha does ſo cafily.bejet ks: Let i Gwiithout the 
leaſt Mercy and Pity to our ſelves) tear it- out from 


- 
5 


the cloſeſt Embraces'of our Inclinations'» And; that 


wh may in only price? but- __— ily and- 
exdily, render our ſelves, fincere "and "DpriRr h/tve 

od, and fo eſcape the Miferies reſerwd as*a Portiit: 
for all Hypocriſy ) let us, with the Pſalmiſt, reſo- 
lately and diligently, henceforth, keep our ſelves, eſpe- 
cially, from Our Intquity. C1ecit pre Þ I 1934677 
Which: God grant we may all of 'us fucceſsfully 

accompliſh, for the Sake and Merits of hl 
Son, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &%.. 
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r.of St. John; Dewing, 
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Fn nor ſufficient Authority, to ſuppoſe-that the Eucharit-is 
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Grotins his Argiittie ale tithe Hub of dis Chien Reli- | 


gion, rendred into plain Engliſh Verſe. 


All ſold by. 7. Robinſon at. the Golden Lion in- St. Pays 
Fre  Swreb-Y Yard, __ ee ———; ee 


